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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
For every child a home and that love and security
which a home provides; and for that child who must re¬
ceive foster care, the nearest substitute for his own
home•1
The child’s well being is of primary concern, because he
is the medium through which civilized life is carried on from
one generation to the next. Society everywhere recognizes
the home as the most important agency for the care, guidance,
and control of the child during his years of immaturity and
dependence. It has been generally accepted also that the
child thrives best within his own home. It is the richest
medium for his nurture and development.
In a normal home the child is wanted and loved, and
the security thus attained stimulates his personal develop¬
ment and his social adaptations and achievements.^
Where the essentials of family life exist, even incompletely,
every effort should be made to keep the child with his own
family, since even a very poor home can often offer the child
a greater feeling of security than any good substitute home
might provide.
In spite of every effort to preserve the home, oft times
certain conditions exist in the child’s home and family life
l"The Children’s Charter,” White House Conference 1950.
(New York, 1931), p, 45.
^thel Cohen, "Social Planning for Children with Rheu¬
matic Heart Disease," The Child, V (January, 1941), 165,
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which necessitate temporary care of the child away from his
home. It is desirable that if normal in mind and body or
not requiring special training, he should be cared for in a
family, because there is no substitute for secure home life#
The carefully selected foster home is for the normal child
the best substitute for his natural home.®
The foster boarding home is most frequently used by agen¬
cies in placing children needing temporary foster care. The
term "foster boarding home" means a family home in which a
dependent or neglected child lives, usually temporarily, and
for whose care the family receives compensation*^ Although the
use of the family home as a refuge for the dependent and neg¬
lected child is an old plan, the use of the boarding home is
relatively new* Charles L. Brace, Jr. might be considered
the pioneer of this type of child-placing movement in that he
established in 1923 within the New York Children's Aid Society
a new department of "Boarding in Poster Family Homes." Since
that time much progress has been made along the line of using
the foster boarding home as a temporary home substitute for
the child who should not be separated permanently from his kin.®
®White House Conference on Child Health and Protection
(New York, 1933), p. 60.
^United States Department of Labor, Children’s Bureau,
Foster Home Care for Dependent Children, No. 136, Government
Printing Office, 1924, p. 215.




The purpose of this study is to ascertain the conditions
which existed in the homes and families of these twenty-three
socially handicapped children which necessitated foster home
care for them. This study also proposes to show how the
Friends’ Association For Colored Children in Richmond, Virginia
attempted to meet their needs throu^ placement in boarding
homes.
Scope and Limitations
This study will include an analysis of the twenty-three
children who were placed in foster boarding homes by the
Friends' Association For Colored Children in Richmond, Virginia
from January 1, 1946 to July 1, 1947, Special emphasis will
be given to the home and family backgroTuids of the children.
Significant factors regarding the agency set-up as well as
the services rendered the children by the agency before and
after placement will also be included.
The study is limited by the fact that although the case
records constituted the primary source of information, some
of the records were incon^lete.
Method of Procedure
For the purpose of this study a schedule was compiled
and used to record data from the agency case records of the
twenty-three children. Interviews were held with the Execu¬
tive Secretary regarding the history and policies of the
agency. Literature, in the form of books, articles, studies.
4
reports, and pamphlets pertaining to the subject, was read to




The Friends* Association For Colored Children evolved
- from the Friends ’ Asylum For Colored Oi^phans which was es¬
tablished in Richmond, Virginia in 1867 and (Chartered in 1889
Jt was founded by a group of Quakers, The Society of Friends,
who were interested in Negro children who were left without
parents, responsible relatives, or guardians after the Civil
War. The Asylum consisted of a building used as a home for
the Negro orphans of the city.
Until about 1889, the Asylum was operated by the Board
of Trustees of the Society of Friends. At this time the white
trustees were replaced by Negroes elected from the various
churches. Each church had representation according to the
money it contributed. In the beginning financial assistance
for the orphanage was readily given by citizens of both races.
Later, however, as the support became less constant, many in¬
adequacies developed within the orphanage.1
The Richmond Community Chest, with the help of the Child
Welfare League of America, made a study of the Asylum in 1986
and reported the building equipment, living conditions, and
^Sybil Foster, "Report of a Study of the Friends’ Associ¬
ation For Colored Children, Richmond, Virginia” (New York,




care of the children as being "deplorable,” Following the
survey and its demonstration of the needs of the orphanage,
support was given by the Richmond Community Chest, Many im¬
provements were made in the building and in provisions for
the children. About that time the Richmond Children’s Aid
Society, a child-placing agency for white children, was es¬
tablished, and it began to assume responsibility for the in¬
take work of the Friends' Asylum For Colored Orphans,
In 1929 a study of the conditions of the Asylum was made
by the Negro Welfare Council. The conclusion of this study
was that an agency offering foster home care on the basis of
individualized service or case work was infinitely more needed
than an orphanage. In supervised foster homes more children
could be served, individual needs could more adequately be
met, and the morals of the children could be protected.
Consequently, the orphanage was abandoned, and in 1932 the
Friends' Asyliim For Colored Orphans became the Friends'
Association for Colored Children, a child-placing agency. An
executive secretary for the agency was hired, and she was
given supervision and guidance by the Children's Aid Society
until 1935, By that time a gradual separation had been worked
out, and the agency had become an independent unit of the
Richmond Community Chest. Two social case workers joined




After becoming a separate local organization, the Friends'
Association For Colored Children sought national recognition
throu^ membership in the Child Welfare League of America,
This was accomplished in October, 1935 following a study of
the organization by the League,3
The Friends' Association For Colored Children is current¬
ly located at 803^ East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia on
the fourth floor of the Allison Building, The agency comprises
four rooms. The building used for the Asylum was leased to
the Colored Playground and Recreational Association of
Richmond, Virginia, another Community Chest agency.
Organization
The administrative structure of the agency is simple but
appears well Integrated with a Board of Directors consisting
of twenty-six members as its governing body. The Board meets
quarterly and has both white and colored representation. An
Executive Committee, a sub-committee of the Board of Directors,
meets once a month and has active supervision of the work of
the agency. There are several standing committees appointed
by the president of the Board as well as special committees
appointed from time to time.
In keeping with the necessity of having well qualified
workers in any child-welfare agency, the staff consists of an
executive secretary, three trained social case workers, and
^Ibid,
8
an office secretary. They are responsible to the Board, Staff
and Board members are represented on divisions and committees
of the Richmond Community Coxmcil.
Policies and Programs
The Friend^' Association For Colored Children has as its
primary purpose foster family care for dependent and neglect¬
ed Negro children of Richmond, It attempts to care for
children from infancy up to eighteen years of age in adoptive,
free, and boarding homes as well as in the homes of parents
and relatives. As far as possible every effort is made to
keep the children in their natural homes under such super¬
vision and care as the welfare of the child demands. Sepa¬
ration of a child from his family is always a last resort.
The agency applies Individualized case work services in
deciding on the applications to be accepted, in assisting the
child in his own home or in preparation of the child for
placement, in selecting foster homes, and in giving to the
child and his family the assistance needed in making the
transfer to the new home and the adjustment to the foster
parents. Efforts are also made to study the Individual child
in the foster home to determine his progress and development
and to help him become an Integral part of the community
through, his contacts with the school and church and through
other group experiences. When children are placed in board¬
ing homes, case work services are rendered the natural
families as a preparation for the children’s eventual return
home
9
An interesting feature in the program of the agency is
a discussion group held periodically for foster mothers by
one of the special agency committees. These meetings afford
the foster mothers and social case workers the opportunity
to assemble in a group and to share with each other problems
faced by them in having foster children under their care and
possible means of coping with these problems. The needs of
foster children are also discussed at these meetings. The
emotional needs are given special emphasis, because it is
very easy for foster parents to overlook the fact that fosta*
children require a great deal of syn^athetic understanding,
love, and attention.
^ Summary
Starting as it did as an orphan asyliira caring for imder-
privileged Negro children of Richmond, Virginia, the Friend^
Association For Colored Children has developed into an out¬
standing standardized child-placing agency rendering
Individualized services to the socially handicapped children
under its care
CHAPTER III
AN ANALYSIS OP THE CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILY
BACKGROUNDS
The type of family from which a child comes has a defi¬
nite effect upon the child. Consequently, attention must be
directed towards an analysis of these children in connection




AGE OP HEADS OP FAMILIES
Age in Years Number
10 throu^ 15 1
16 through 20 2
21 through 25 6
26 through 30 5




The parents of the children ranged in age from fourteen
to sixty years. The majority of them were yo\ing adults be¬
tween the ages of twenty and thirty years having recently been
confronted with the responsibilities and problems of adulthood.
This probably accotints for the fact that although the children
ranged from five days to fourteen years, more than half of
them were under three years of age, the period of greatest
10
11
helplessness and dependency. Table 2 indicates that the
largest number of children ranged in age from one through two
years. Only about one-fourth of them were between the ages
of three and twelve years, and four children were in the so-
called "problem” stage of adolescence,
TABLE 2
DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN BY AGE AND SEX
Age in Years Male Female Total
Under 1 2 3 5
1 through 2 5 3 8
3 through 4 0 2 2
5 through 6 1 0 1
7 throu^ 8 0 2 2
9 through 10 0 1 1
11 through 12 0 0 0
13 throu^ 14 0 4 4
Total 8 ~16 ■ 23
Parental Status
Two parents are required to prepare a child adequately
for life. The prolonged and Intimate contact with both a
father and mother proves to be important to growing children
not only to provide maintenance and physical security but also
to teach them habits, attitudes, and outlooks.! As will be
noted from Table 3, the parents of only six children were
^Elizabeth L, Vincent, "The Social Agency in Loco Parentis."
Child Welfare League of America Bulletin. XVII (January, 1938),
3.
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married. The records of these children indicated that the
fathers headed the household in each instance. The natxjral
families from which these children came whose parents were










More than one-third of the children were from broken
homes or homes wherein one of the parents was absent by reason
of death, separation, or divorce. Children who live in broken
homes do not, in most instances, receive the care and guidance
they need and deserve. The two children whose mothers were
dead were fourteen year old girls, and at the time of appli¬
cation neither was living with her father. One of them was
in the hospital, and the other was receiving foster care in
an institution. Both of the fathers of these two girls had
remarried. The father of the girl in the hospital had separated
from his second wife, and the father of the girl in the insti¬
tution was living with his wife, but conflict existed between
the stepmother and the child.
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The remarriage of a parent introduces a new and
difficult relation, A stepmother or stepfather does not
have an easy place to fill, particularly if he or she
comes into the home after the children are nearly grown.
No matter how conscientious a step-parent may he or how
hard he may try to fill the real parentes place, the
children often consider him an interloper and resent his
presence. Enmity towards a step-parent is often based
on the feeling that the parent is disloyal to the memory
of the dead parent in remarrying. Occasionally there
may be some real basis for this feeling, but as a rule
it is wholly unjustifled.^
The child whose parents were divorced was a fourteen
year old girl. She was living with her mother who had re¬
married, Two children had been born to the second marital
union, and the relationship existing between family members
was not a very positive one. Only one of the children whose
>
parents were separated was living with her mother. Three were
living with relatives, and two were in institutions receiving
temporary foster care.
Five of the children of unmarried parents were living
with their mothers, one was living with a friend of the mother,
and two were receiving temporary care in institutions. In
one instance the mother was married, but the child was the
product of extra-marital relations. Concerning the where¬
abouts of the fathers of the children whose parents were un¬
married, the records indicated that three were in the armed
forces, one was in Richmond, one was in Maryland, and one was
in a school for delinquent boys. The whereabouts of the other
two fathers were •unknown.




The mental Incompetency of many parents leads easily
to physical, mddical, and moral neglect. The child
suffers from the stupidity and the negligence of his
parents and quickly degenerates.3
According to the records, only three of the heads of
families had received training beyond the high school level.
Two had attended college for one year, and one had completed
a two-year normal coiorse. The heads of six families had
attained the high school level, and nine had withdrawn while
in elementary school. The educational level attained by the
heads of the remaining four families was not given on the case
records.
As noted from Table 2,. only eight of the children
studied were of school age, IThe six year old boy was in the
first grade. Of the two girls who were eight years old, one
was in the third grade, and the other was in the second grade.
Two of the fourteen year olders were in the el^th grade, one
was in the seventh grade, and the other was in the sixth grade.
All of the adolescents were retarded as to grade achievement,
and the records indicated that they were presenting problems
in school in the form of truancy and disobedience at the time
of application.
Most of the adolescents who have to be removed
from their homes have presented difficulties in school.
^George Mangold, Problems of Child Welfare. (New York,
1936), p. 456,
15
Poor work habits, lack of motivation, and repeated failures
have conditioned them against school.^
Economic Status
Economic security or continuous ability to provide
adequate food, clothing, housing, leisure for recreatiop,
medical care, and some surplus for temporary incapacity
to earn, and for the waning productivity of old age, is
a fundamental requisite to wholesome family life. The
normally and socially desirable situation la one in which
the infant is born into a family in which a mother is
continuously present during his period of helplessness
to attend to his needs and where a father la at work and
. earns enough to provide the necessities of life.®
In studying the economic conditions of the families of
these children it was revealed that moat of them were Tinder a
strain which was a liability to their economic security. Of
the twenty-three heads of families, six were unemployed and
thus could not provide for the adequate support of their
children. Of the six, four were unmarried mothers, one was
a mother separated from her husband, and the other was a
father confined to a hospital. Those parents who were em¬
ployed conformed largely to the standards of work to which their
education and training had relegated them. All were employed
in the capacity of unskilled laborers. The women were primarily
engaged in domestic and personal service, and the men were
mainly engaged in some type of manual labor. There were three
unmarried mothers working and five mothers working who were
separated from their husbands but had the foie responsibility
^H, S. Llppman, "Newer Trends in Child Placement," The
Family. XXI (February, 1941), 327.
Swhite House Conference 1950, op. cit., p,”335,
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for their children’s support. Two of the married mothers were
working out of the home to help supplement their husbands’ in¬
adequate Income. With the mothers out of the home during the
major portion of the day, the children were receiving inade¬
quate supervision and attention.
TABLE 4












"There is no certainty that many wage earners will earn
enougb to support a normal family even when steadily em¬
ployed."® It was revealed that the wages earned by the parents
of the children ranged from |9.25 to |30,00 per week and in





WEEKLY INCOME OP FAMILIES
Income Number
Unemployed 1
fS.OO to $9.99 3 •
10.00 to 14.99 4
15.00 to 19.99 4
20.00 to 24.99 1




The economic status of a family has a great Influence on
the housing. Low economic status generally means restriction
to sub-standard homes in undesirable neighborhoods. The records
indicated that thirteen of the families lived in overcrowded
quarters of slum areas. Little Information was given regard¬
ing the home conditions, but it is believed that amidst these
sub-standard conditions, inadequate provisions for shelter,
comfort, privacy, convenience, rest, and quiet were made for
the children and other family members. None of the twenty-
three families were described as owning their own homes.
Health
The part that environment plays in health is significant.
The housing provided for the family greatly affects the physi¬
cal and mental health of its members as well as their protection
against accident and infection, A person reared amidst poor
18
housing conditions, even if he was healthy at birth, may de¬
velop many defects in health.
Although the records indicated that moat of the children
were normal full-term babies at birth, only six were in good
health with no defects at the time of application. Ailments
according to their greatest frequency were ear, nose, or
throat defects, frequent colds, skin diseases, dental defects,
unbilical hernias, underweight, and circvimcision needed.
There was one case each of fallen arches, irregular cardiac
rhythm, vaginal discharge, chafed genitals, gonorrhea, enlarge¬
ment of uterus, and dark staining when passing urine. One
child was in the hospital recovering from a Caesarean oper¬
ation, and another had suffered from severe burn on the leg,
Innoculations and teats had been given to only six children
according to the records. There had been three innoculations
for diptherla and one for whooping cough. Two Wasserman tests
had been given and one vaginal smear. Surprisingly enough
mention was made of only six children having had childhood
diseases. This might be due to the fact that most of the
children were under three years of age and had not had the
diseases, or the records were incomplete.
Mention was made in the case records of the health of
the parents only when their physical condition was a sig¬
nificant contributing factor to the dependency or neglect
of the children. There were six cases of pregnancy where the
mothers expected to be confined within one month and had at
least one child in the family needing care during the time of
19
confinement. In cases in which the mothers were married and
living with their husbands, the fathers were regularly em¬
ployed and would not have been able to provide the children
with adequate care during that time. There were two cases of
unmarried mothers convalescing from childbirth which tempo¬
rarily incapacitated their ability to support and care for
their child. One mother separated from her husband suffered
with a sprained back which caused her child to be the victim
of neglect, and one father who was the head of his family was
ill in a veteran’s hospital.
A person who is ill or ailing cannot be efficient.
He is unable to work to his possible capacity and can¬
not do his work in the best manner."^
Summary
Prom studying the family backgrounds of these children
general common tendencies noted were: economic insecurity,
working mothers, sub-standard housing, the presence of only
one parent in the home, and youthfulness, physical disabilities,
and limited amoiont of education of parents* The children,
for the most part, were dependent and neglected. A large
percentage were already receiving care away from their natural
homes. Most of them were yoving in age and had health defects.
Half of the children in school were retarded as to grade
achievement and were presenting problems.
7'Justin Rust, Home and Family Living (Chicago, 1941),
p. 592*
CHAPTER IV
THE APPLICATION TO AND SERVICES RENDERED BY THE AGENCY
As long as parents are handicapped from giving their
children adequate care and attention whether for reasons
within or without themselves, sources outside of the home for
the care of their children will be needed and sought. As the
Friends' Association For Colored Children is the only private
child-placing agency for Negro children in Richmond, Virginia,
its services are constantly sought by parents.
The Application
First, how did these twenty-three children become known
to the Friends' Association For Colored Children? Who was
the applicant, and did he come on his own volition or was he
sent by another person or agency? The case records indicated
that nearly all ,of the persona applying for foster home place¬
ment were natural parents. Six fathers and one maternal grand¬
mother made application. The remainder of the applicants
were mothers. The sources from which the children studied
were referred are shown in Table 6»- None of the applicants
came on their own volition or through referral by relatives.
All except two applicants were referred by social agencies
within the city to whom the families had been known. These
two were mothers referred by their employers. The largest























Services Rendered Prior to Placement
After applications were made to the agency, decisions to
place the children in boarding homes were made by social case
workers only after careful consideration of the possibility
of assistance in their own homes. When the social study re¬
vealed that practical arrangements could not be worked out
within the families, placement plans were made.
Before a child is placed adequate consideration
should be given to his health, mentality, character,
and family history and circumstances. Arrangements
should be made for correcting remedial physical defects
and diseases.1
The case records indicated that prior to placement physi¬
cal examinations were administered to all of the children by
qualified pediatricians and nurses to determine their physical
condition. Evei*y attempt was made to have remedial defects
9
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corrected before placement. Authority to have minor operations
and Innoculations performed when necessary was given in writing
by the parents before placement as a protection to the child
and the agency. Six innoculations were given of which two were
vaccinations for smallpox, two were innoculations for Whooping
cough, and an Innoculation each for tetenus and dlptheria.
Six tests were administered. Three were Wasserman tests, and
one vaginal smear, tuberculin, and Schick test was given.
Although the agency recognizes the importance of psycho¬
logical examinations prior to placement to determine the
child's adaptability, intellectual rating, natural aptitudes,
and deficiencies, only nine of the children were examined by
a qualified psychologist. This was due to the agency's
limited access to psychological help. The psychological tests
revealed that five of the nine children examined were of "border-
n n "
line intelligence and four were of average intelligence.
Five of the children had been neglected to the extent
that they were without sufficient clothing at the time of
application, Tliese children were supplied with needed clothing
prior to placement.
"Careful and wise Investigation of foster homes is pre-
2
requisite to the placing of children," The social case workers
in selecting boarding homes for these children considered the
individual needs of each child and tried as nearly as possible
to place each child in a normal home in which his needs would
^ibid.
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be met. As most of the children were pre-school children arxi
adolescents, quite a bit of time was consumed before suitable
homes were foiuid for them.
Boarding agencies have fo\and the greatest diffi¬
culty in placing infants, pre-school children, and
adolescents—the yoiing children because of their need
for constant care, and the older ones because of the
increased cost of food and the difficulty of super¬
vision.3
According to the case records, twenty-one of the children
were placed in average sized homes of urban residential district,
and two were placed in homes of rural areas. Nine of the foster
families owned their homes, ten were buying, and only four
were renting. The homes were safe, clean dwellings with proper
lighting, heating, and ventilation. Windows were screened,
and adequate space for sleeping was provided. All of the
homes were conveniently located near schools. The social case
workers tried as nearly as possible to place each child in a
foster family having a religious faith similar to that of the
child's family. Since most of the children's families were
members of Baptist churches, twenty of the children were
placed in foster families of the Baptist faith. Three foster
families were Methodist.
The social case workers selected homes for twenty-one
children in which both parents were present, living together
^ary E. Boretz, "An Itemized Guide for Board Rates to
Foster Parents for the Care of Children," Child Welfare
League of American Bulletin. XXIV (May, 1945), 9,
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harmoniously, and actively Interested In caring for the child.
Homes for only two children were selected In which the father
was dead. Nearly two-thirds of the foster parents selected
had attained at least a high school level of education, and
all were seemingly of average Intelligence, None of the foster
mothers selected were working outside of the home, and all of
the fathers were employed In jobs which netted them a suf¬
ficient Income to support the child without depending solely
upon the $30,00 per month received from the agency for the board
of the child. Certificates submitted by the doctors of the
foster parents prior to placement Indicated that the parents
were In good health. Although most of the children were very
yoving and naturally needed young foster parents, the case
workers were unable to find enough suitable homes having rela¬
tively young parents. Consequently, most of the children were
placed with foster parents ranging In age from thirty to sixty
years.
After the foster homes were selected, the social case
workers Interpreted to each boarding mother before placement
the nature and needs of the child to be placed In order that
the mother would have an understanding of the child and the
type of care needed. Effort was also made to prepare each
child for placement. As far as his ability to understand
peimiitted, some lntei*pretation of the real situation in his
own home and in the foster home was given.
As boarding home care involves payment of board for
children, before each child was placed a suitable plan for
25
his support was worked out between the parent and social case
worker. The case worker explained to the parent the full
cost of care, including the boarding cost, clothing, medical
care, and agency services. Arrangements were made for pay¬
ments based on the parent*s ability to pay, El^t of the
parents agreed to pay the full cost. In thirteen cases the
parents agreed to share the financial responsibility with the
agency. The Red Cross assumed the entire responsibility for
one child, and in one case an aunt agreed to pay a part of
the cost. The agency did not agree to assume the entire
responsibility in any of the cases. Although parents whose
children have to be placed in boarding homes are frequently
economically insecure, it is usually quite meaningful to them
to contribute some amount for their children's board. The
fact that they are helping to support their children often
aids in decreasing the parents' anxiety for not meeting their
responsibilities towards their children and for having to place
them out of the home.
To the child it is normal for mother or father to
earn money for him. It is abnormal when they do not.
The child's basic need to think well of his parents is
partially gratified if they meet their responsibility,
' His need for proof of their love can be somewhat eased
by the knowledge that they pay for him, althou^ just
paying the board bill will not be convincing to the
child if sincere feeling is not really there.^
Dorothy Hutchinson,
of Money in Child Placing,
151. ,
Case Work In^jlications in the Use
The Family. XX (July, 1940),
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The time between application and placement varied from
one week to five months depending upon the immediate need for
placement and the extent of case work services prior to
placement. Thirteen of the children were placed within one
month. Two months expired before seven children were placed.
Services Rendered After Placement
After children are placed in homes adequate visit¬
ation with careful consideration of the physical, mental,
moral, and spiritual training and development of each
child on the part of the home-finding agency is
essential.°
Within a month after placement each child was visited by
a social case worker Interested in ascertaining the adjustments
made by the child and foster parents to each other.
When an adult and child are able to establish a
balanced relationship something unusual happens to both
of them. The balance is achieved v/hen each is wanted
for his own sake. When an adult is being kind to
children and doing things for them and taking care of
them they may all have some satisfaction but neither
attains the self realization that comes through the
mutual give and take of a relationship, A relationship
has vitality and works viien the give and take are
balanced,®
Each child was visited regularly by a social case worker.
The worker was interested in all matters affecting the inter¬
est of the child. At the time of visitation, problems and
needs of the child presented in the foster home were discussed
by the boarding mother and social case worker, and between
5United States Department of Labor, op. cit., p. 198 •
®E, W. Gordon, "There is a Time in the Affairs of Children,"
Child Welfare League of America Bulletin. XXIV (February, 1945),
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them plans for the child's adjustment In the home were worked
out as far as possible.
When a child, temporarily or permanently out of
his home comes under the care of a social agency he
needs the services of a well trained worker who can
see unusxial needs of children and is Interested In
finding unusual ways of meeting them,"^
When the children were In need of clothes, the foster
mothers and social case workers planned together the type of
clothing they should be supplied with. Clothing was furnish¬
ed by the agency, and effort was made to have the foster
chiHren comfortably and adequately dressed. Futhermore,
periodical physical examinations and check-ups were arranged
by the social case workers so that any health defects which
mi^t have developed might be discovered and remedied. The
agency assumed finarc lal responsibility for the needed medical
- and dental care of the children.
The thirteen children who were in boarding homes during
the Christmas holidays were remembered with gifts from the
agency. During the summer those children of camp age in
boarding homes were sent to Boy Scout and Girl Scout camps
for a portion of the summer.
The camp experience for the foster child is a vital
part of his living experience in placement and not
just an unrelated event that happens in the summer.
Since to any child going away from home and coming back
is more than a passing incident, certainly to a
foster child this must have a deep meaning, perhaps
a reactivation of the separation experience from his
own parents. Because of this, camp planning for the
'^Ibld.. p. 4.
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foster child should he an Integral part of the case
work plan In which is inherent the preparation of the
child and foster mother for camp and the dynamic use
of this experience after the child's return,8
In addition, the social case workers consulted with teachers
and other school officials regarding ways and means of help¬
ing those children who were having school difficulties become
better adjusted in school.
Since these twenty-three children were placed in foster
homes on a temporary basis, visits by the children's parents
and relatives to the foster homes were especially encouraged.
This was done to keep the tie between each child and his
natural family strong and wholesome and to eliminate as far
as possible feelings of rejection on the part of the child
which might have arisen as a result of placement ,
Summary
After it was decided that these twenty-three children
who had been referred to the Friends' Association For Colored
Children were in need of care away from their natural homes,
the social case workers, in attempting to administer agency
policies, selected suitable boarding homes for each child and
rendered each child and his family special.services before
and after placement.
®Sara Harris, ”A Foster Child Groes to Camp,” Child Welfare
League of America Bulletin. XXIV (April, 1945), 13,
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
This study Is concerned with twenty-three children who
were referred from various sources to the Friends* Associ¬
ation For Colored Children In Richmond, Virginia, a child-
placing agency. The period of referral was from January 1,
1946 to July 1, 1947, Foster home care was recommended for
the children.
It has generally been accepted that there Is no substi¬
tute for the love and security which a child should experience
In a normal natural home. Consequently, before placement
plans were commenced, case work services were first rendered
these children In their own homes. It was hoped that the
difficulties within the homes might have been alleviated to
the extent that the children could have remained with their
natural families.
From analyzing the socio-economic status of the families
it was revealed that some of the common difficulties prevalent
were broken homes, unmarried mothers, parental immaturity and
mental incompetency, \anemployment, insufficient income when
employed, working mothers, physical Incapacitation of parents,
and inadequate housing. None of these conditions operated
singly but were closely Inter-related with each other. These
conditions cannot be taken as an accurate reflection of the
family backgrounds of all children place in boarding homes,
as they are representative of only those children who were
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placed by the Friends' Association For Colored Children. They
do give, however, a fair picture of the medium which breeds
the type of children who have to be placed in boarding homes.
The natural homes are usually economically and socially in¬
secure and Inadequate.
Along with their basic needs, most of the children had
been so affected by the socio-economic status of their
families that they also presented special needs. The children
from broken homes and the children of unmarried mothers were
largely deprived of and needed the experience of having two
parents to love, guide, control, and care for them. Parental
immaturity and mental incompetency caused a large percentage
of the children to be in need of physical and medical care.
The children of unemployed parents and of parents with in¬
sufficient income were in need of adequate support. Those
children whose mothers were working out of the home were in
need of proper supervision and attention. The physical in¬
capacitation of the parents also caused a large number of
children to be neglected. Those children living amidst sub¬
standard housing conditions needed adequate provision for
shelter, comfort, privacy, convenience, and rest.
After attempts to render assistance to these children in
their own homes proved futile, plans were commenced for placing
them in boarding homes. The Individual needs of each child
were considered before placement. Physical examinations were
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administered to each child and remedial defects were corrected.
Psychological examinations were administered to almost one-
half of the children. Those children in need of clothing were
adequately supplied with the necessities.
Poster homes were selected, as far as possible, on the
basis of meeting individual needs. In general, the homes
were in decent environments and possessed some degree of mental,
moral, physical, emotional, and economic stability. Before
the children were placed in the foster homes case work services
were rendered to the children, the natural parents, and the
foster parents in preparation for the placement.
After placement, services were rendered to the children
to help them adjust to and progress in their new environment
and to cope with their problems in the foster home and the
community. The foster parents were also administered case
work services to help them adjust to the child and meet his
needs. Plans for the children's security in the foster homes
were worked out together by the workers and foster parents.
Rehabilitation work with.the children's natural families was
also conducted. This was done in order that the family
problems ml^t be straightened out and that the children might
be able to return home as soon as possible to receive the
security and love that the nomal natural home should provide.
Generally speaking, the factors responsible for shift¬
ing the dependency of children from the shoulders of their
natural parents to foster parents are closely interrelated
with the economic and social structure of the family. The
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Friends* Association For Colored Children applied individual¬
ized case work services and-operated according to standardizd
policies and patterns of child-placing agencies as set up hy
child-welfare authorities in attempting to meet the needs of
these children througji placement in boarding homes. Its basic
aim was to Insure for these children the fundamental ri^ts
of childhood and to so assist them that they ml^t develcplnto
healthy, mature, and self-reliant men and women.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Books
Dennis, Lemo, Living Together In the Family. Washington:
American Home Economics Association, 1934»
Mongold, George. Problems of Child Welfare. New York:
The Macmillan Co., 1936.
Rust, Justin. Home and Family Living. Chicago: J. B.
LlppIncott Co., 1941.
Thurston, Henry W. The Dependent Child. New York:
Columbia University Press, 1930.
Bulletins and Reports
U. S. Department of Labor. Foster Home Care for Dependent
Children. Washington: Government Printing Office.
T924.
White House Conference 1930. New York: D. Appleton-Century
Company, 1931.
White House Conference on Child Health and Protection.
New York: D. Appleton-Century Company, 1933.
Articles
Boretz, Mary E. "An Itemized Guide for Board Rates to
Poster Parents for the Care of Children,"
Child Welfare League of America Bulletin.
XSCTT (May, 1945), 9-10.
Cohen, Ethel. "Social Planning for Children with Rheumatic
Heart Disease." The Child. V (January. 1941).
164-167.
Gordon, E. W. "There is a Time in the Affairs of Children,"
Child Welfare League of America Bulletin. XXIV
{February, 1945), 4-7, 15. ^
Harris, Sara. "A Foster Child Goes- to Camp," Child Welfare




Hutchinson, Dorothy, "Case Work Implications in the Use
of Money in Child Placing," The Family. XX
(July, 1940), 150-154.
Lippman, H, S. "Newer Trends in Child Placement," The
Family. XXI (February, 1941), 323-328,
Vincent, Elizabeth L. "The Social Agency in Loco Parentis,"
Child Welfare League of America Bulletin. XVlI
(January, 1938), 3-5,
Unpublished Material
Foster, Sybil. "Report of a Study of the Friends’ Association
For Colored Children, Richmond, Virginia," New






















Innoculatlons and Tests Given Before Application
Childhood Diseases Had
Serious Injuries and Operations Had

















Relationship between Child and Family Members










Home Clrciimstances of Foster Parents
Neighborhood
Own or Rent Home
N\imber of Rooms




General Condition of House
Distance from School
VII. Placement Data
Services Rendered Prior to Placement:
Placement Date
Financial Responsibility Assumed (Wholly, Partially)
Services Rendered After Placement
